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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM  

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2019  

 

YEAR 10  ENGLISH LITERATURE MARKING SCHEME  
 

 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   

 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                        (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                                                   (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                             (25 marks) 

• Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and for 

relevance. 

• Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

• Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers.  

 

 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 

• Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

• Content is detailed, relevant and accurate  

• Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

• Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 

• Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

• Content is generally detailed, relevant and accurate 

• Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

• Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 

• Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

• Some of the content is relevant 

• Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

• Expression is satisfactory.   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 

• Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

• Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate. 

• Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

• Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 

• Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

• Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

• Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

• Meaning is not clear 
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                          (25 marks) 

 
Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific 

words or phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or 

express the same meaning. 

 

1. a)   The poem is about the persona coming back home                      ½ mark 

   iv)   when s/he is grown up. 
 

  b)  The overall mood of the poem is                                                       ½ mark          

ii)   sad. 
 

2. a)  Quote a word which describes the mother’s hug in stanza one.            ½ mark 

 “awkward” 

 
b)  Comment on the effectiveness of this word.                       2 marks 

 The persona has been absent for a long time, so the hug feels 

 awkward. / The last time she hugged him, he had been much smaller. 
 / She still treats him as if he still were a small child. 

 Accept any other plausible answer. 

 

3. “The flour makes her over, dusting  
The hairs on her cheek, smoothing out wrinkles.” 

 

a)  Which figure of speech can be found in the above lines?                      1 mark 
 personification 

 

b)  Explain why this figure of speech is particularly effective.                   2 marks 
 The flour seems to be giving his mum a makeover, it is making her 

 look younger, at least in the persona’s eyes.  

 

4. Why do you think the poet makes use of -ing verbs in line 5?                     2 marks 
The action seems to be happening in front of our eyes / They help us 

visualise more what is going on. / They show us readers that kneading 

the dough was part of the mother’s routine. 
 

5. a.  Quote ONE word from stanza two which emphasises that fact that nothing 

seems to have changed for his father?                ½ mark 
  “still” 

 

 b.  What does the persona think about dad’s work?                                 2 marks 

   Despite exerting a lot of effort, dad’s work is more or less futile. 
   Accept any other plausible answer. 

 

 c.   Quote a line from the poem to support your answer.                           1 mark 
   “he works on a hole that reappears every winter.” / “his pockets are 

filled with filings of hay.” 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



  English Literature – Year 10 – Track 3 – Marking Scheme – 2019                                                                   Page 3 of 3 

6. a)  Why do you think the poet refers to dad’s “frozen breaths”?                1 mark 

 He is referring to the cold weather outside. / It shows that dad is 
 exerting a lot of effort whilst working outside. 

 

b)  How is dad’s world different to mother’s?                                         2 marks 
 Whilst mother is working in the domestic comfort of the kitchen, dad 

 has to face the harsh weather outside. 

 Accept any other plausible answer. 

 
7. a)  What does the persona notice about grandfather’s hand in stanza 3?    1 mark                        

  It has become very unsteady. 

 
 b)  What does this show us about his grandfather?                1 mark 

  He has grown older and his movement has become very slow and 

shaky. 
 

8. Comment on the significance of the last line of the poem.                         2 marks 

It shows how difficult it is for grandfather to pour the wine. The neck of 

the bottle is creating a tune on the ‘lip of each glass’. The shakier 
grandfather’s hand becomes, the faster the rhythm. It is a very effective 

way of telling us that grandfather is growing older. 

 
9. Explain how each family member has changed by completing the grid.   6 marks     

                                                                                        

Family Member How s/he has changed. 

mother Despite still being useful to the other members of her 

family as she still kneads the dough as she has always 

done, she has ‘hairs on her cheek’ and wrinkles on her 

face. 

dad Dad ‘works’ in the garden / fields. He still goes to work 

and tries to be productive, however he fails miserably. 

The hole he works on reappears the following winter 

which is a way of saying his work is futile. When he 

goes home his pockets are filled with ‘filings of hay’, 

which, once again is useless. 

grandfather His hands are shaking more with every passing year so 

much so that he seems to be creating music whilst 

pouring wine. 

Allot 2 marks for each family member. Award full marks to those students who 

refer closely to the text and who show good understanding of the poem. 

            


